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EUTERS 
Drug import bill could cost US jobs - Bush aides 
Reuters, 04.27.04,3:14 PM ET 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The 
Bush administration warned 
Congress Tuesday that legislation to 
allow Americans to legally import 
cheaper prescription drugs would 
lead to U.S. jobs losses in the 
pharmaceutical sector. 
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U.S. Commerce Undersecretary 
Grant Aldonas told a Senate panel 
that drug manufacturers could pull 
out of the United States if Congress 
altows consumers to import 
medicines from countries, such as 
Canada, where price controls are in 
p;iaca. 

“There will be disinvestment in the 
United States, a loss of employment 
opportunities and frankly a loss of an 
industry that is a huge multiplier” in 
terms of benefits to the overall U.S. 
*onomy, Aldonas said. 

A bipartisan bill introduced last week 
in the Senate would allow individuals 
to buy 90day supplies of medicines 
for personal use from qualified 
Canadian pharmacies. 

Larger commercial shipments to 
wholesalers or pharmacies would be 
limited to Canada for the first year 
and then expand to approved 
industrialized nations, including 
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European Union members, 
Australia, New Zealand, Japan and 
Switzerland. 

With politicians hearing constituent 
Complaints about high drug costs, 
the idea of easing import restrictions 
gas been gaining strength among 
Republicans and Democrats despite 
8trong opposition from the 
pharmaceutical industry. 

The House last year easily passed a 
drug import bill despite the 
qpposition of Republican leaders, 
&d support appears to be building 
in the U.S. Senate. 

kt the hearing Tuesday, senators 
complained that foreign price 
qontrols raise prices in the United 
$itates because it is the only market 
where drug manufacturers can fully 
recoup the the cost of their research 
ahd development. 
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“This is not so much a fight against 
domestic producers as a fight 
against foreign governments that fix 
prices,” said Sen. John Breaux, a 
.Louisiana Democrat, 
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Aidonas said he saw a growing 
r’ecognition in Europe and Japan 
that price controls were an “implicit 
tax” that have encouraged drug 
companies to move production to 
&ore favorable investment dimates 
Iike the United States. 
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Canada prescription Drugs l -.canadapharmacy.com 
Over 25O;OOO US Cliients Buy From Ps 
CanadaPh&macy.com I-800-891 -O&M 

Online PkScriptiOn Drugs l www.$anadadrugs.com 
Place Refils or First Time Orders Hale Free Return Policy 

William Hubbard, associate 
r$ommissioner for policy and 
planning at the US. Food and Drug 
Administration, said his agency was 
opposed to the drug import 
l+gislation because of fraud and 
safety concerns. 

International 
Pharmat$v l www~nturn~~onalpharmPcysneds.com 
Prescription medication at discount @es. Save up to 90% 
on Rx meds. 

As part of an investigation, the 
agency purchased drugs over the 
fqtemet from one purported 
‘Canadian” supplier, They turned -. 

PreSCriptfonS from Canada l ww+buyiowdrugn.com 
US customers save up to 75 percenti Quality Service and 
Fast DelivWy. 

out to be counterfeit products from China with nq connection to Canada:at all, Hubbard said. 

packers of the bipartisan drug import bill say it has safeguards to prevent such fraud from 
occurring. 
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